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GISORS
Region: Haute-Normandie
County: Eure
Surface of the area: 1 667 hectares
Population: 12 029 Gisorsiens
The town is mentioned in a book ”Le Rosier de Mme
Husson“ by Guy de Maupassant
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The Gisors Tourist Office has been given the National
Quality Tourisme Award by the French Federation of Tourism,
Normandy region.
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Always ready to listen, we offer a warm welcome, comfortable areas
and our knowledge of the region.

GISORS
C a p i t a l o f t h e Ve x i n N o r m a n d
At the crossroads of three regions, Gisors has gained influences and
wealth from each.
A medieval city and the historic capital of Vexin Normand, it is shrouded
in the mysterious legend of the treasure of the Templars, it has preserved
its prestigious monuments. Your walks along the winding streets enable
you to discover and identify with our centuries old heritage. The fortified
castle takes you back into the medieval world. With its feudal mound, you
behold the works of the French and English kings. The church, a very fine
example of eclectic architecture, was constructed between the 13th and
16th centuries. The golden Virgin Mother, the tanners pit, the old public
wash house, the monarch’s passage and the moat carry you back in time
to discover the history of Gisors.
Much more than a visit to a city, it is a journey!
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Strolling in Gisors
THE FORTIFIED CASTLE,
Iconic landmark of the city
Gisors has a long history as the main military fortress between
the french and norman vexins.
In the late 11th century a massive mound was built by the second
son of William the Conquerer. The 12th century brought the
Plantagenets, who embellished the site by adding strong
fortifications. During the century the main elements in stone began
to appear. The castle had a farmyard and a massive octaganal stone
tower was built on top of the mound. High walls were built and were
adorned with different types of watchtowers, still visible on the site.
From the 13th century the kings of France enlarged the castle by
building large towers in which to keep prisoners. During the
Hundred Years War the castle became a key stake for both the
english and the french. It underwent profound changes that would
allow it to adapt to the evolution of artillery and to keep up with
the changing times. It also became a royal residence of which the
cellars still remain. In 1605 Sully decided to begin dismantling the
castle as it was no longer of strategic interest.
Part of the communal area was destroyed, some buildings became
local jails. During the french revolution the castle became the
property of the commune.

4

Strolling in Gisors
SAINT-GERVAIS SAINT-PROTAIS CHURCH,
Eclectic architecture
The church is one of the most beautiful religious momuments in
Normandy. The building of the church commenced in the 13th
century and it continued to be restructured and embellished
up until the 16th century. It has the dimensions of a cathedral
(70 meters long, arches 24 meters high) combines roman, gothic
and renaissance architecture. The church is made up of five
vessels and six spans, with a large nave surrounded by aisles and
chapels. During the 15th and 16th century religious brotherhoods
and commercial guilds largely contributed to its improvement.
The nave has an elevation which is characteristic of norman
gothic art (without a marquee feature). The choir area
consecrated in 1249, is of flamboyant gothic style. It has a three
tier elevation inspired by the parisian style of that time. Not to be
missed during your visit: Jessé’s tree; the renaissance spiral
staircase; the dolphin pillar; the pillar of saint Jacques and the
pillar of saint Claude; the transit (decomposed body); the grisaille
stained glass window dedicated to the life of the Virgin Mary;
the chapel of Our Lady of the Assumption and the beautiful
stained glass window dedicated to saint Crepin and saint
Crepinien. Outside the church the western façade is a mixture of
gothic and renaissance styles. The north transept door, made of
wood, provides the first example of renaissance designs to be
used in the church.
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Strolling in Gisors
To help you discover the castle and church guided tours are organised.
Minimum 3 people - 1 hour - full rate: 5€ - reduced rate: 3€
Castle visiting times: April to September, every day except Tuesday: 10am – 11am – 2pm – 3.30pm – 5pm.
October, November, February and March weekends only: 10.30am – 2.30pm – 4pm.
Church guided tour only by appointment. Closed annually in December and January.
Free access:
The castle grounds are open from 8am to 5pm (October to March) and until 7.30pm (April to September).
The church is open from 9am to 6pm.
Reservations may be made for guided tours of the church and castle at the Department of National Heritage
(Service Patrimoine), situated in the grounds of Gisors castle, Place Blanmont - patrimoine@mairie2-gisors.fr
Tel. 00 33 2 32 55 59 36

THE GREEN ROUTE LONDON > Gisors > Gasny > PARIS
The green route from London to Paris is a 520km cycling/walking path linking the two european capitals.
It passes through the departments of the Seine Maritime, Oise, Val d’Oise, Eure, Yvelines, the Hauts de
Seine and Seine Saint Denis. The portion of the route from Gisors to Gasny (25kms) passes through
the pastoral Epte valley, in the direction of Giverny and the Seine. A former boundary between the
kindoms of France and Normandy it later became an inspiration for many of the impressionists. The
itinerary, available as a map, allows you to discover 11 sites of interest on the green route itself or
nearby.

THE FREDERIC PASSY ENVIRONMENTAL PARK
The green lung in the heart of town
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The park offers an environment consisting of exceptional faun and flora, with rare plants and bird species
to discover or rediscover. No need to be an expert, merely pause, observe and breath. All the areas of the
park, including the lawns, are accessible and can be used for recreational activities or just relaxation.
Opening hours: 9am to 4pm (1st November to 31st January).
9am to 6pm (1st February to 31st March).
9pm to 7.30pm (1st April to 31st October).

Legendary Gisors

Sound and light show - The strange One Hundred Years War The Medieval Village
Saturday 16th May - Castle grounds - admission charged Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th May
Through the history of Gisors, capital of norman vexin, and that of In front of the church - admission free
Normandy, France and England, this years show recounts the
Hundred Years war. The conflict, interrupted several times by truces of
varying length, opposed the kingdom of France to that of England.The
town of Gisors was of important strategic interest, even if had been
attached to the french crown since 1194. The castle was no longer a
border stronghold, but a bastion preventing the advancement of
english troops! Combining music, projected images, fireworks and
special effects, our sound and light show will be the thousand year
show case for this historical epic.

Sound and light
Admission Fees:
Full Fee
Reduced Fee*
Children
(6 to 12 years)

13 April
to 26 April
10€
6€

27 April
to 3 May
12€
8€

4 May
to 16 May
14€
10€

4€

6€

8€

* Reduced Fee: groups of 10 or more, students, youngsters of 13 to 17 years old, unemployed,
old age persons of 70+, handicapped people.
The full programme will be available one month before the show on our website: www.tourisme-gisors.fr

During the whole weekend there will be free cultural activities. You
will be plunged into day to day life during the Middle Ages. Everyday
life: food, spices, plants, games, various crafts such as calligraphy,
manuscript decoration, weaving, spinning, leatherwork, woodwork,
metalwork, heraldry, surgery and medicine. Combat: weapons
and combat displays. Art: music, dance, glass staining, pottery,
juggling…

The Medieval Market
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th May
In front of the church - admission free
The medieval market in Gisors brings together ten craftsmen who
reproduce the activities and recreate the atmosphere of a typical day
in a medieval village. The craftsmen sell their high quality wares
produced in medieval tradition. You may also dine at the Auberge de
Montirail and discover medieval tastes and flavours.
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Gisors’ events
JUNE

APRIL
Postcard and stamp fair
Sunday 12th
Community Centre
Collectors’ association: 00 33 2 32 55 75 91

MAY
Legendary Gisors
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th
Medieval village in the church square
Sound and light show with fireworks
in the castle grounds.
Tourist Office: 00 33 2 32 27 60 63
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Cycle Hill Climb
Thursday 14th
Ecurie Porte Normande: 00 33 3 44 49 79 53

Painting Fair
Sunday 7th
Cultural Department: 00 33 2 32 27 60 90
Car boot sale
Sunday 7th
Boisgeloup district
Commune Libre: 00 33 2 32 55 45 88
Festival Day in Gisors
Saturday 20th
Organized activities for all - Town Centre
Ceremonial and Festival Department:
00 33 2 32 27 66 81
Music Festival
Sunday 21th
Town Centre
Ceremonial and Festival Department:
00 33 2 32 27 66 81
Car boot sale
Sunday 28th
Town Centre
Events committee: 00 33 2 32 55 86 95

JULY
Grand BAZ’ART
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th
Internation Festival of Contemporary Art
Cultural Department
Service Culturel: 00 33 2 32 27 60 90
National Holiday
Monday 13th
Town Centre
Ceremonial and Festival Department:
00 33 2 32 27 66 81

AUGUST
Liberation Day
Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th
Castle
Events Committee: 00 33 2 32 55 86 95

SEPTEMBER
The Comics Festival
Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th
Community Centre from 10am to 12am and
from 2pm to 6.30pm
Les Amis de la Bulle: 00 33 2 32 55 98 26
Car boot sale
Sunday 13th
Town Centre - UNCAFN: 00 33 2 32 27 02 29
European Heritage Day
From Friday 18th to Sunday 20th
Heritage Department: 00 33 0 32 55 59 36
Boutiqu’Art
Saturday 19th September to Saturday 3rd October
Town Centre - Plein ph’art: 00 33 6 20 98 68 94
National Cycle Path Day
Sunday 27th
Tourist Office: 00 33 2 32 27 60 63

NOVEMBER
The Autumn Art and Craft fair
Drawing – Painting – Sculpture
Community Centre from 2pm to 6pm
AGAP: 00 33 3 44 49 70 21

DECEMBER
Christmas market
Sunday 6th
Community Centre
Events Committee: 00 33 2 32 55 86 95

GISORS
C’est déjà la Normandy

Tourist Office**
4, rue du Général de Gaulle - 27140 GISORS

 00 33 2 32 27 60 63  00 33 2 32 27 60 75
 info@tourisme-gisors.fr

w w w. t o u r i s m e - g i s o r s . f r

HOURS
Monday to Saturday
From 9am to 12am and from 2pm to 6pm
From April to September, open also
Sunday and public holidays
From 10am to 12am and from 2pm to 4pm
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